Purpose: This seminar reviews the central political and theoretical issues in contemporary European international affairs. The course locates the study of international politics in Europe within the general study of international relations, international security, and political science. The readings of the weekly topics are organized around the main intellectual debates in thinking about international relations in Europe today. The seminar syllabus combines a number of particularly influential "classic" pieces on European international affairs with some of the most interesting theoretically informed recent statements and a number of the most pertinent original documents and texts. The seminar begins with scrutinizing the most important classic and recent statements in the history, theory, and politics of European post-World War II affairs. Subsequently it considers Europe in the North Atlantic world, transatlantic relations, and questions related to the future of the West; various issues of European actorhood and strategy; and the rise of a European foreign, security, and defense policy. It concludes by reflecting upon matters of European identity, the state of European affairs today, and the possible roles that Europe may or may not play in the twenty-first century world politics to come.
